WHY DO WE NEED TO TAKE SIDES?
Because it is unbearable to live in a beaten up society where so many
things are going wrong without at least saying we don’t agree with them.
Because when we become indifferent towards other people’s suffering,
then we risk losing our humanity.
I recently read an article by Rosa Montero in which she warns against the
lukewarm people, those who never engage in anything, never rebel
against unfair situations, never try to protect the vulnerable or face up the
bully. She calls them “tibios” and she considers them worse than the
really bad people because their indifference allows evil to spread.
The purpose of this class project is to set our eyes on the contemporary
heroes who not only say things, but also act on their beliefs. People who
go a step further and embark in passionate adventures, abandoning the
comfort zone of what their job strictly demands from them. Those who
commit themselves to worthy causes and whose step further makes a big
difference for others.
The class project is presented in two posters:
• the first one has a light background and gathers the students’
examples of people who take sides positively .
• the second one has a black background and presents a list of
twelve topics that show the current embarrassing situation in the
world. It is intended to present facts rather than opinions, to help us
think and to raise awareness about what things are like.
I hope this project can vaccinate us against indifference, so that this list
of adjectives cannot be applied to us:
deaf, heedless, unheeding, unreactive, careless, callous, aloof, unmoved,
unsympathetic, impervious, uncaring, distant, detached, unimpressed,
apathetic, unresponsive, inattentive, incurious, insensible, lethargic,
uninterested, uninvolved, indifferent, unconcerned…
Lourdes Miguel Abuelo, teacher 2nd Advanced B

“There is a hidden interest in keeping people ignorant, in lowering their cultural
level to a minimum so that they can be more easily dominated. Culture is
something real that prevents violence, puts aside speculation, makes man
reason and gives him a moral and a civic conscience. But for many the only
urgent thing is to have enough to go on living. We can only be saved if we
recover citizen values like generosity. We need to get away from greed, from
that power who wants to seize more and more. It is important to be brave to tell
the truth and get outraged when we are told false tales on purpose”.
Free translation of Darío Fo’s words in the interview in El País Semanal, 14 Sept. 2014.

SHAKIRA and PIES DESCALZOS

The worldwide singer Shakira is highly concerned about the living
conditions of children in vulnerable situations.
In 1997, when she was only 18 years old, she founded her own
non-governmental foundation called Pies Descalzos, mainly to
promote the education of poor children of Colombia, her country.
Nowadays it supports more or less 6000 children who have every
day access to food, home, clothes and an educational enrichment
through music and art in an environment of quality public
education.
She was appointed UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador on 24 October
2003, what allowed her to expand her child advocacy efforts on the
global level with children at risk.
She is also part of a group of eminent people who advocate to help
promote actions to achieve the agreements adopted by world
leaders at the United Nations Sustainable Development institution.
In 2010 Shakira was honored by the International Labor
Organization (ILO) in recognition of her work in promoting children
and youth around the world.
Cristina Lostal Senlí, 2nd ADVANCED

FATHER ANGEL
Ángel García Rodríguez, known as Father
Ángel, is a Spanish Catholic priest, born
on March 11, 1937 in La Rebollada
(Mieres), founder and president of the NGO
Mensajeros de la Paz. He is also the
founder of the Robin Hood solidarity
restaurant.
Since “Mensajeros de la Paz” appeared in
1962, more than 4,000 have-nots sit in
front of a hot plate. Previously it was
because Spain was underdeveloped, now
because of the crisis. He says “Although in
Spain nobody dies of hunger, there are
people that would not eat if there were no
Social Soup Kitchens”.
In total there are eleven Soup kitchens in Spain in which more than
600 hundred children eat a day. Public Institutions help to make the
project succeed. But Father Ángel believes this is not enough “We
spend more on roads or airports that are not used”- said.
His work was recognized with the Prince of Asturias Award of
Concord in 1994. Mensajeros de la Paz is considered an organization
of public utility of national and international scope.
It is well known his support of the gay community, which led him to
have confrontations with the Catholic Church. Despite this, he
continued defending love among people, regardless of their sex and
everybody is welcome to his church.
He is in charge of San Anton's parish in
Madrid and has turned it into a field
hospital, open the 365 days of the year,
offering free wi-fi. Something unheard of so
far!

Recently Father Ángel opened a restaurant, near the parish, named
Robin Hood where
homeless people can go to have dinner totally
free. During the day anyone can go and pay a reasonable price for a
good breakfast or for a good daily menu. In the evening the poor can
enjoy a hot plate or a pudding. Next March this restless man will turn
80. He says- “It is not about robbing the rich to give to the poor but
about those who have more to share with those who are most needy”.
More than five restaurants have already shown interest in this
initiative, in different parts of Spain, they want to be part of the
solidarity chain restaurants.
Father Ángel's theory is that a person who cannot wash, eat or does
not have a roof over his head, cannot go out looking for a job with
dignity.

Loli Collantes, 2nd Advanced B

BARENBOIM’S
WEST- EASTERN DIVAN ORCHESTRA
It is a project founded in 1999 by the pianist and conductor Daniel
Barenboim and the philosopher Edward Said. The name of the
orchestra was inspired by a collection of poems by Goethe and it
consists of musicians from the Palestinian territories, Israel and other
Arab countries.
This project was born with the purpose of combining study and
musical development sharing knowledge and understanding between
cultures that have traditionally been rivals.

Its first editions were between Weimar and Chicago until in 2002 it
settled definitively in Seville. Since that year, young musicians
from Spain participate in the orchestra too.
The orchestra has performed in many European countries such as
Germany, United Kingdom, France, Switzerland, Belgium, and
American countries for example Brazil.

The West - Eastern Divan Orchestra usually meets every summer in
Seville to participate in a training workshop and offers a concert tour.
It has received several awards since its creation, including the Prince
of Asturias Award for Concord in 2002, the Premium Imperiale
given by the Japan Arts Association and an International Emmy to
his DVD "Knowledge is the Beginning".
In 2004 the Barenboim-Said Foundation was created, based in Seville
and financed by the Junta de Andalucia. The purpose is to develop
educational projects through music based on the principles of
coexistence and dialogue. The Barenboim-Said Foundation not only
manages the West- Eastern Divan Orchestra, it also manages other
projects such as the Academy of Orchestral Studies in Seville, the
Music Education Project in the Middle East and the Children's
Musical Education Project in Seville too.
Barenboim has spoken about the project and he says that Divan is
neither a love story nor a peace story. It was conceived as a project to
understand other people even if you don’t agree with them.
Soraya Faci Olmos, 2º Avanzado B

RAFAEL NADAL, A SOLIDARY SPORT STAR
Not only is Rafa one of the best
sportsmen in the world, he is also,
one of the most involved in social
issues.
Because
of
his
innumerable
successes on the track and of
course, his natural and close
personality, he is one of the most
beloved tennis players by the
Spanish public. Despite his fame,
Rafa is also down to earth and he is
really aware of the social and economic problems in our society. For
this reason, he created with her mother and in collaboration with the
Vicente Ferrer Foundation, a homonymous foundation with which he
helps more than five hundred children.
This idea started in India in 2005, where Rafa was playing in a tennis
tournament and he was aware of the enormous economic differences
between the Indian people life and our lives. That experience marked
him and decided to take sides, launching the Rafa Nadal Foundation
in 2008. The mission of this foundation is to provide educational
programs to many socially disadvantaged youngsters, with a
common denominator, sport.
The Foundation started step by step with only 70 children of
Anantapur region, but nowadays, approximately 190 children receive
education and healthy food in India, thanks to the program
‘Anantapur Educational Centre’. In addition, it has other active
programs in Spain such as ‘Mas que tenis’ that works with around
130 children of the ‘Special Olympics Organization’ and ‘Integración y
Deporte’ in collaboration with ‘Aldeas Infantiles SOS’ that helps more
than 190 children from Barcelona, Granada or Zaragoza.

At the end of 2015, ‘Rafa
Rafa Nadal Foundation’ inaugurated its first own
centre in Palma de Mallorca, where the organization of the tennis
player launched an education and sport project for children from 6 to
16 years old who live in a socially disadvantaged environment. That
project was especially important
important for him because it was the first one
which completely belonged to the foundation and it was going to be
developed in his land, Mallorca.
You can find more information about the foundation projects on the
website:

http://www.fundacionrafanadal.org/esp/default.asp

Elena Faci Olmos, 2º Avanzado B

ICIAR BOLLAÍN and "THE OLIVE TREE"
There are people who go a step forward
from what they are supposed
pposed to do in their
lives and maybe that step doesn't make a big
difference, but it's enough to make us
question ourselves and commit to any
cause.
ICIAR BOLLAÍN is one of those examples
that raises awareness in almost every
spectator of her films. She is that kind of
director that lifts up her work to the next
level, transforming it in a social claim.
Her last work, "THE OLIVE TREE", is a
drama about shattered roots and broken
bonds between generations, and a young
Spanish girl trying to recover a very old olive
tree from its current corporate owners
own
in
Germany. At first it might seem quite
predictive, but it's a truly life lesson, about
the importance of family origin and the
heritage given to us that we all have to
pass forward,, it's about fighting for what
belongs to us and not give up even if there
are hard times coming up. After everything we've been through with
the last economic crisis and the globalization, it makes us wonder
about what have we done to ourselves, about the price we are paying
for "selling" our priceless goods, like millennial olive trees, and if it's
worth it.
But there is still hope, like Bollaín is trying to make us
understand through this film: "Take care of your community, take
care of your legacy, take care of the landscape...because the
landscape is YOU ! "
Alina Ilie, 2nd Advanced

EL LANGUI

Juan Manuel Montilla Macarrón, known as “El Langui” was
born in 1979 in Madrid.
He is an actor and rap musician, and he sometimes works in
TV programs. He became famous with his group “La
Excepción” in 2001. In 2008 he debuted as an actor in the
film “El truco del Manco”. It was for this role that he won a
Goya award for Best New Actor and another one for Best
Song. He participated in several TV programs in the past and
currently he is collaborating in radio programs such as
“Levántate y Cárdenas”
He has cerebral palsy caused by the lack of oxygen at the
time of delivery, but this is not a problem for him and he
talks openly about it in interviews. He is married and he has
two children.
Nowadays El Langui is working in a new social campaign
about bullying in schools. He has composed a rap song
called “Se buscan Valientes” (Brave Men Wanted). The aim is
to mobilize witnesses of bullying situations so that they are
courageous enough to react, face the bully and help put an
end to the situation.

Ana Novoa Balboa, 2nd Advanced B

PAU GASOL
a person committed to childhood.
Sometimes it seems that professional sportsmen don´t worry
about social problems but, in my opinion, people who think
that are making a big mistake. Talking about social problems
and sportsmen, I would like to tell you about one of the most
important Spanish basketball players in history, Pau Gasol.
He was born in Barcelona in 1980 and he grew up in a quiet
and well known neighborhood where his parents worked.
Today, he plays in the San Antonio Spurs
team in the NBA league and he is one of the
best basketball players in the world.
Although he is very famous and earns a lot
of money, he always has time to participate in different ONG
projects. For instance, when he was in his early twenties, he
was involved in social programs like Hoops for Saint Jude,
which raised funds to combat child cancer.
Some years later, he became ambassador of UNICEF and
started collaborating with different projects to do with
children's rights and combating child poverty. For that
purpose, he travelled a lot when he had free time between
matches or on his holidays.
Recently, he and his brother Mark, set up their own
foundation Fundación Gasol, which is fighting against child
obesity by giving conferences in primary and secondary
schools to make people aware of the problem.
To sum up, perhaps famous people with lots of resources
ought to get involved in different social organizations and
participate in this sort of programs, so that their lives become
really meaningful.
Enrique Abril Pérez,
2º Avanzado, B

PAULA ORTIZ,
an Aragonese film director
Paula Ortiz was born in Zaragoza
in 1979.
She graduated from
the University of Zaragoza in 2002
with a bachelor's degree in Hispanic
Philology.
She
studied
cinema
directing in the Graduate Department
of
Film
and
Television
at the
University of New York.
So far, she has written and
directed two films: De tu ventana a
la mía (2011) and La novia (2015).
She finished shooting her
her first feature film, De tu
ventana a la mía in summer 2010. It won numerous national
and international prizes and
achieved commercial success.
In September 2014, Ortiz
finished her second film, La
Novia,, an adaptation of Bodas de
Sangre by Federico García Lorca.
Lorca
Shot in Spain and Turkey, it was
nominated in twelve categories
for the Goya Awards,
Awards and was
the film with the highest number
of nominations.
Both films narrate the struggle of different women,
women at
different times, to build the lives they want and write their
own future.. "Passion, tragedy, death, destiny ...” are very
present in these films.
Paula Ortiz deserves a post among the people who take
sides” because she tries to reflect in her films social behaviors
that cause that not everyone –especially women- can achieve
happiness with dignity.
Ana Rosa Acero, 2nd Advanced B

JOSEP CARRERAS
& his LEUKAEMIA
FOUNDATION
Josep Carreras, born in Barcelona in
1946, is a famous opera singer who has
sung in the best opera theatres around
the world. He became a singer when he
was a child, and in fact has had a long career including his most
famous performance alongside with Luciano Pavarotti and Plácido
Domingo in the “Three Tenors”. Nowadays, he continues singing songs
by Verdi and Puccini.
In 1987, a leukaemia was diagnosed when he was on the top of his
career. Doctors gave him little possibilities to survive, but he won his
fight against leukaemia. One year after that, he founded the “Josep
Carreras Leukaemia Foundation”, a private and charity foundation,
with a main purpose: One day leukaemia and blood illnesses will be
curable.
Since 1988, the Foundation has developed different projects like
“Apartments for patients who stay for a long period of time”, available
for families who have moved to a different city for their treatment
included abroad patients from Romania, South America or Africa. They
have other programs which focus on the medical attention that
transplanted patients need when they receive treatment. They have a
comfortable apartment available in close proximity to the medical
centre, reserved to patients who live too far from the hospital.
In 2010, the Josep Carreras Leukaemia
Research Institute (IJC) was founded in close
collaboration with the regional government. It is
the first European research centre exclusively
focused on leukaemia and other haematological
diseases.
REDMO was created as a register of bone marrow donors to ensure
that all leukaemia or haematological disease patients will be able to
receive a transplant in case they didn’t have a donor in their family.
REDMO collaborates with more than 100 hospitals in Spain, and that is
not all, as they also collaborate with other registers around the world,
searching a possible donor independently of their country of residence.

José Manuel Palomino Alloza, 2nd Advanced B

PACO ARANGO,
a film director turned into a volunteer
I want to tell you a nice story
about a great person. In
2001 Paco Arango started to
collaborate as a volunteer
at the Niño Jesús Hospital.
He spent every Wednesday
playing with children who
had been diagnosed with cancer.
Step by step he met a lot of children, their families and the
doctors who treat the boys and girls.
He decided to help them and this cinema and TV director,
producer and screenwriter decided to create the Aladina
Foundation. It supports all the families that need assistance
in this hard world of the fight against cancer. Through this
foundation it has also been possible to improve the hospitals.
Now this director has
released the film Lo que
de
verdad
importa
(What really matters), a
film 100% charitable, as
all the earnings will go to
Serious Fun Children’s
Network a summer camp
for children who have
serious illnesses which was founded by Paul Newman.
Thanks to this man who one day started to visit children with
cancer, this foundation is not only improving their lives but
also giving smiles and hope to families who are suffering this
terrible sickness, as the holiday can be as healing as the
treatment.
Laura Barrabés Balfagón, 2nd Advanced

JORDI ÉVOLE and SALVADOS
As the promoter of this project, I felt that
I had to contribute to it, and my choice
is the journalist Jordi Évole and his TV
program Salvados. I’ve been following it
for the last three years and I’m hooked
on it. I think that the varied topics of his
reports -which have to do with social
and political matters- are tremendously
interesting, and usually controversial!
Each show may be an interview, a
dialogue between two people with opposing points of view, or
a debate with several experts discussing their field. Other
times he presents an event that has been on the news
recently and analyses it from every possible angle. He talks to
representatives of all the parties involved and brings in the
testimony of first-hand witnesses.
The field work is extensive, conscientious and it may take
place in Spain or abroad. He visits every place and gets into
everybody’s offices.
I like his style: he speaks in a low voice and asks very incisive
questions in a very calm, unhurried way. He sounds friendly
and polite. He may look naive, but he is relentless and asks
all kinds of awkward questions.
He usually surprises his interviewees bringing out a tablet
with a video or a statement that person did some time ago.
He shows documents proving the point he wants to make and
the interviewee is confronted with their contradictions.
Often we can see that the interviewed person doesn’t feel
comfortable, but he can do nothing but admit the
overwhelming facts. Évole is really good at unveiling people
who haven’t behaved morally.
Nearly all Spanish politicians of all political parties as well as
dozens of recognized people in other fields at a national
and an international level have come up in his program. He

has introduced me to many people I didn’t know at all or I
didn’t know well: Naomi Klein, Owen Jones, James Rhodes,
José Mújica, Roberto Saviano, Yanis Varoufakis, etc.
The list of topics Évole has dealt with in his program is very
wide: the legal stratagems of big corporations to pay less
taxes, energy poverty, gender-based violence, euthanasia, the
housing problem and the vulture funds, the Catholic church,
evictions, women and the labour market, hand-picked
appointments in politics, citizen mobilizations, child abuse
and many more.
His episode about the Valencia Metro derailment uncovered
irregularities around the incident and provoked a re-opening
of the investigations. The Austral episode has also been very
important because it has
made us face how callous
we may be towards the
refugees drama and how
it is necessary that we
raise our voices.
I am thankful to him
because I have learned
many things watching his reports. He also provides me with
food for thought and with inspirational ideas for my classes.
In the time of the internet the social networking, the access to
information is easier than ever, theoretically speaking.
However, the deluge of information can be counterproductive.
That is why I believe we need many voices like Evole’s who
are prepared to unmask the abuses of power and to arouse
the consciences of all of us, so that we can react to unfair
situations and demand action from our governments.
Lourdes Miguel Abuelo

WOMEN ARE 50% OF SOCIETY

January, 25 2017
Russia's Parliament gave
overwhelming support to a
draft law that would ease
some penalties for domestic
violence, alarming women's
rights campaigners who fear it
will encourage abuse.

REFUGEES

Brussels summit, 18 March, 2016
The EU and Turkey have agreed a plan to ease the migration crisis.
All migrants arriving in Greece from Turkey will be returned.
For each Syrian sent back, a Syrian already in Turkey will be resettled in the EU. Turkey will also
get extra funding and progress on EU integration.

Spain agreed with Europe to shelter 17,337 refugees,
but until January 1st. 2017 only 898 people have arrived in Spain. We would need 40 years instead
of two to fulfill our commitment.

IMMIGRANTS

Nigel Farage, Marine Le Pen,
Geert Wilders, Donald Trump,
Victor Orban, etc.
share particular views on
immigration and tend to blame
immigrants of everything bad
happening in their countries.
Facts don’t usually correspond
to what they advocate.

The border between the United States and Mexico is the busiest land border in the world and
one of the longest, covering more than 1,950 miles from the Pacific Ocean to the Gulf of Mexico.

A fence that separates two worlds:
The Spanish territory and the border towns Ceuta and Melilla.
Three rows of six-meter-high barbed-wire fencing, infrared cameras that monitor the fortifications
and motion and noise detectors. Spain hopes to prevent illegal immigration, and smuggling.

WAR IN SYRIA

Bashar al-Assad, is the Syrian president since 2000. He succeeded his father, who in 1971
ascended to the presidency via a coup. In spite of early hopes that his presidency would bring
democratic
reform
and
economic
revival,
Bashar
al-Assad
continued
his
father’s authoritarian methods. In 2011, Assad faced a major uprising in Syria after the 2011 Arab
Spring protests that evolved into a civil war.

The conflict has been going on for over five years with many factions involved (including ISIL). The
UN estimate of deaths in the Syrian war was 400,000 (April 2016). Besides the huge human loss,
some cities and sites have been devastated. (Also sites included in the list of World Cultural
Heritage). The factions receive substantial support from members of the international
community. Russia militarily engage in support of the government, while beginning in 2014, a
coalition of NATO began launching airstrikes against ISIL.

International organizations have accused the Syrian government, ISIL and rebel groups of severe
human rights violations: use of chemical weapons, torture, summary executions, etc.

LIVING IN A GLOBALISED WORLD

Child labour

Sweatshops

Revolving doors

COLTAN

Queue in front of an Apple store
to by the iPhone 7

Democratic Republic of Congo:
An estimated two million Congolese child-slaves are forced to crawl into underground mines on
their hands and knees and work from sunrise to sunset to dig for the essential raw materials to
make electronic gadgets like cell phones, iPods, laptop computers, play stations, wireless systems,
DVD players, blackberries and pagers possible.

Women are usually victims of
brutal gang rapes by soldiers and
militias that started during the
second Congo war in 1998, and
have continued to the present day.
They are then driven out of their
villages by the militias and forced to
work in conditions of slavery.
slavery

POLICE VIOLENCE

Unarmed people killed by
police:
• White: 15%
• Hispanic/Latino: 25.4%
• Black: 31.9%
Source: The Counted
Jan.1st-May-31st. 2015

TAXES FOR CITIZENS AND FOR CORPORATIONS

Corporate tax
Maximum Income tax rate
Standard VAT
VA rate

'Let's tax the sun': new law shocks world press
A new tax on solar power introduced in October 2015 by the Spanish government has been
described as "ludicrous" and "stupid" by Forbes magazine.
Australia’s Business Spectator wrote this headline, "Spain's solar stupidity".

Spanish news today: 18 January 2017
Electricity bills go up across Spain as the demand for heating soars

BREXIT

LIVING BEYOND OUR MEANS

Useless infrastructures: empty toll motorways and airports

Real state bubble

BANKS BAILOUT

EVICTIONS

Public housing sold to what is
popularly referred to as a “vulture
fund”
The US fund Blackstone purchased
1,860 homes in 2013 and paid €128.5
million for the deal, around €32 million
less than the value at which several
studies had assessed the property. The
Botella administration justified the move
by citing the need to balance the
accounts.
Since the transaction was completed in
2013, tenants have been fighting their
new landlord, who has already evicted
several dozen families unable to pay the
new rent.
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